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E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CO 

SUBJECT: CONFRONTATION BETWEEN CARLOS TIER AS RESTRIPO AND 
ALFONSO LOPEZ MICHELSEN 

USCINCSO FOR POLAD 

BOGOTA 1374 AND 1792 

SUMMARY. IN LETTER TO HIS WIEE DATED APRIL 4 CARLOS 
LLERAS RESTREPO CALLED FOR THE NAMING OF A NATIONAL CANDIDATE 
FOR THE 1974 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS SELECTED BY THE TWO TRADITIONAL 
PARTIES RATHER THAN A STRAIGHT PARTY TO PARTY CONTEST. 

ALFONSO LOPEZ MICHELSEN REPLIED IN AN APRIL 24 

DECLARATION IN WHICH HE STATED HIS OPPOSITION TO 

LLERAS PROPOSAL AND CALLED FOR THE CONVOCATION OF A 

LIBERAL CONVENTION TO DECIDE WHETHER THE PARTY WOULD 

AGREE TO SUCH A DE EACTO PROLONGATION OE THE NATIONA 

FRONT OR WOULD RATHER PRESENT ITS OWN CANDIDATE. THE 

CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE TWO LIBERAL LEADERS IMMEDIATELY 

PROVOKED A NUMBER OF STATEMENTS BY LIBERAL, CONSERVATIVE 

AND ANAPO LEADERS. THE SPECTRE OF A NEW SPLIT IN THE 

LIBERAL PARTY LOOMS LARGER THAN AT ANY TIME SINCE REUNIFICATION 
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OF THE PARTY IN OCTOBER. END SUMMARY 
1 . EX- PRESIDENT CARLOS LLERAS RESTREPO SENT A LETTER TO 
HIS WIEE DATED APRIL 4 THAT WAS SUBSEQUENTLY PRINTED IN 
THE APRIL 13 PRESS. THE MAJOR POINTS CONTAINED IN THE 
LETTER ARE AS FOLLOWS: ( A) THE LETTER WAS A RESULT OE 
SERENE REFLECTION ABOUT THE LESSONS OF THE PAST AND CONCERN 
FOR THE FUTURE ( B) THE 
NMAFVVZCZ 
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4. LOPEZ PROPOSAL FOR A COMMITTEE TO OVERSEE THE ACTS 
OF THE NEXT GOVERNMENT IS A REPLY TO LLERAS ASSERTION 
THAT POLITICAL PARTISANSHIP, AS EVIDENCED IN THE CAMPAIGN, 

IS NOT IN KEEPING WITH THE 1968 CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM. 

LOPEZ IS PROPOSING SUCH A COMMITTEE AS A GUARANTEE TO 

THE PARTIES THAT THE NEXT GOVERNMENT WILL NOT ACT PARTIALLY 
AND WILL OBSERVE PARITY IN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH AS REQUIRED 
BY THE CONSTITUION. IN ADDITION, THE NAMING 
OF THE MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND 
THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL FROM THE OPPOSING PARTY WOULD BE 
A FURTHER GUARANTEE THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL NOT ACT 
PARTIALLY. LOPEZ IS DOING ALL IN HIS POWER TO MEET THE 
OBJECTIONS THAT LLERAS HAS RAISED CONCERNING THE 
PRESENTATION OE CANDIDATES BY EACH PARTY BECAUXE OF HIS GREAT 
DESRE TO BE THE LIBERAL CANDIDATE EOR PRESIDENT IN 1974. 

HE CONSIDERS LLERAS PROPOSAL FOR A NATIONAL CANDIDATE 
AS AN ATTEMPT TO KEEP HIM FROM RUNNING FOR THE PRESIDENCY: 

A FRIGHTENING IDEA TO LOPEZ WHO CONSIDERS THE 1974 ELECTION 
AS PROBABLY HIS LAST CHANCE TO BECOME PRESIDENT. 

5. LLERAS LETTER SEEMINGLY CALLED FOR A DE FACTO 

EXTENSION OF THE NATIONAL FRONT BY MEANS OF AN AGREEMENT WITH THE 
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CONSERVATIVE PARTY. HOWEVER, SUCH A PROPOSAL 
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WOULD INVOLVE AN ARRANGEMENT REQUIREING 

CONSERVATIVE PARTY SUPPORT EOR A LIBERA CONSITUTIONAL REEORM OF 
1968 PRO- 
VIDED EOR A NATIONAL GOVEGSMENT IN 1974, RATHER THAN A GOVERNEMENT 
OE ONE PARTY; WITH THE OBLIGATORY PARTICIPATION OF THE OPPOSITION 
PARTY ( C) THE PRESENT PARTY CAMPAIGNS ARE BRINGING 
ABOUT A RESURGENCE OE PARTISAN PASSIONS THAT ARE IN CONELICT 
WITH THE SPRIT OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL REEORM: ( D) THE 
NATIONAL FRONT HAS BEEN OF GREAT BENEEIT TO COLOMBIA BECAUSE 
IT HAS PROMOTED PEACE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ( E) THE 
LIBERAL CONVENTION AND STATUTES AUTHORIZE HIM TO CARRY 
EORWARD NEGOTATIONS WITH OTHER PARTIES( E) HE IS READY 
TO CONSIDER, IN COMPANY WITH THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY, 

POSSIBLE EORMULAS TO GUARANTEE THAT THE NEXT GOVERMENT 
IS TRULY NATIONAL AND THAT IT WILL CONTINUE THE PRESENT 
SPRIRT OF CONCORD WITHIN THE ERAMEWORK OE SOCIO- 
ECONOMICDEVELOPMENT; 

( G) THE EORMULAS WOULD TREAT SUCH MATTERS 
AS HOW TO CHOOSE THE NATIONAL CANDIDATE, THE ESSENTIAL 
PROGRAMS OP GOVERNMENT AND ADDITIONAL SAPEGUARDS TO MAIN- 
TAIN MUTUAL CONPIDENCE: AND ( H) THE BASIC PROGRAMS OP THE 
NEXT GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE DIRECTED TOWARD A RAPID, PEACEPUL 
EVOLUTION CAPABLE OP RAISING THE STANDARD OF LIVING AND 
CURTAILING INFLATION. 

2. LOCAL WAGS ARE HAVING A FIELD DAY; IF THIS IS THE TYPE 

OP LETTER LLERAS WRITES TO HIS WIPE, WHAT DOES SHE SAY IN REPLY? 

3. ALPONSO LOPEZ MICHELSEN REPLIED TO LLERAS LETTER IN A 
DECLARATION PUBLISHED IN THE PRESS ON APRIL 24. HE 
CATEGORICALLY OPPOSED LLERAS PROPOSALS. THE MAJOR POINTS 
ARE AS POLLOWS: (A) THE LIBERAL CONVENTION IS THE SUPREME 
BODY OP THE PARTY AND SHOULD BE CONVOKED NOW TO DECIDE 
WHETHER THERE SHOULD BE A COALITION CANDIDATE OR A PARTY 
CANDIDATE ( B) ANY COALITIONAL ARRANGMENT WOULD 

HAVE TO BE A PARTY- TO- PARTY RATHER THAN A PARTY- TO- 
PACTION AGREEMENT: ( C) IT IS INADVISABLE TO MAKE A PACT 
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PRIOR TO THE ELECTION TO SUPPORT A NATIONAL CANDIDATE; 

( D) THERE SHOULD BE NO DECISION TAKEN ON A NATIONAL 
CANDIDATE AT THIS TIME BECAUSE IT WOULD BE PRESENTING 
A PAIT ACCOMPLI TO THE CONVENTION IN DECEMBER ; ( E) LLERAS 
WAS NOT ELECTED LEADER OF THE PARTY TO SUPPORT ANY 
CANDIDATE BUT WAS ALSO NOT ELECTED TO OPPOSE ANY CANDIDATE: 
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( F) THE COUNTRY SHOULD RETURN TO FREE PARTY COMPETITION 

RATHER THAN SEEK TO PERPETUATE A REGIME THAT IS OUTMODED 

AND CONTROLLED BYTHE SAME PEOPLE WHO WERE LEADERS 25 

EYARS AGO: ( G) A COMMITTEE OE OUTSTANDING INDIVIDUALS 

EROM THE LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE PARTIES COULD BE 

APPOINTED TO OVERSEE THE ACTS OE THE GOVERNMENT EROM 1974- 

1978 (H) THE MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT, ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AND COMPTROLLER GENERAL COULD ALSO BE APPOINTED EROM THE OPPOSING 

PARTY: ( I) IT WOULD ALSO BE POSSIBLE TO ACCEPT A COMMON PLATFORM 

IN REGARD TO SUCH THINGS AS DEEENSE OE THE ERONTIERS, 

LIGHTING THE RISING COST OE LIVING AND REORGANIZING 
THE DECENTRALIZED AGENCIES: AND ( J) HE WILL NOT PARTICIPATE 
IN FURTHER CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES UNTIL THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
RESPONDS TO LLERAS, AND THE LIBERAL CONVENTION DECIDES ON 
THE QUESTION OE A NATIONAL OR PARTY CANDIDATE. 
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